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await the proud victor. He shows us with glee a Fujiwara
meeting the reward of his persecution of a Michizane, and
who can doubt a didactic purpose in this son of Takanobu,
himself a Fujiwara, who had seen with his own eyes the
horrors of the rise of Yoritomo ?
Strong portraits and statues also mark this new vigour
and interest: Unkei, Kwaikei, and Tankei are great sculp-
tors of this era, and a school of anonymous monk artists
has left many a noble portrait of abbots and Zen masters.
The people too were deeply interested—moved to tears at
the death of the boy Yoshitsune at the hands of Yoritomo,
or at the exile of the great Michizane; moved to ecstatic
fervour by some great landscape or some 'Buddha in the
Mountains'. Kamakura served Japan well in this national
awakening; and Kyoto continued the Chinese traditions of
decorative and classic arts. But the new art could not be
killed and the fifteenth century produced Japan's greatest
painters, Sesshu (1420-1506) and the Kano school, who
are in turn the forerunners of the popular and plebeian art
of the Ukiyoye.
The literary output of Kamakura was colossal—and
mediocre; more than a million poems are preserved in
sixteen official anthologies—such as the Shin Kokinshu—
'New Collection, Ancient and Modern*, and Kinyoshu—
'Golden Leaves Anthology'. Kaino Chomei is the best
poet of the age, and Yoshida Kenko, another recluse, fol-
lows him. A new development was the Renga, a series of
lyrics of such men as Tona and Mijyo Yoshimoto; and the
naga-uta gave place to the imayo with alternating lines of
seven and five syllables.
Military chronicles abound, such as the Gempei Seijuiki,
'Rise and Fall of the Clans', and the Taiheike or 'Records
of Peace*. This literature reflects a virile age, still aristo-
cratic, but much more Spartan than that of Heian. In
novels, travel-diaries, and 'sentiments' this age follows its
predecessor with feeble imitations. Japan is needing a
new impetus from China. It came with Zen Buddhism
and with the great landscapes of Sung. They saved the

